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Abstract
In the early 2000s, the Chinese government launched a global propaganda campaign on the issue of
national security, seeking to change the perception of their country by foreigners. Billions of dollars
are  being  spent  on  newscasts,  in-depth  reports,  and  commentary  programs,  as  well  as  feature
presentations, focusing on the Chinese people and the English-speaking international audience. With
this  assertive  communication  strategy,  China  is  trying  to  reshape  the  global  information
environment with massive infusions of money. The China Daily newspaper is one of these examples,
which conveys information about China with the widest print and online circulation of any English-
language newspaper in and outside China. This study aims to show how the plans outlined by Xi
Jinping in his New Year’s speech started in the first month of 2020. The security issues he then
quoted include: (1) societal security, which aims at eliminating poverty and building a moderately
prosperous society; (2) political security, establishing diplomatic relations with over 180 countries;
(3) geopolitical security, joining hands with all countries in the world to jointly build the Belt and
Road; (4) economic security by establishing the Free Trade Zones, lowering taxes and the costs for
medicine, cheaper and faster internet connections, and finally, (5) military security where reforming
the national defense and military systems are of  high priority.  To have a broader view of  these
security issues, the online China Daily articles were read from the beginning of this year, and the
results are presented in this paper. 
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INTRODUCTION

Xi Jinping’s New Year’s speech on 1st January, 2020 had sent an optimistic message to the world,
with its particular emphasis on issues such as poverty eradication and common development, in which
− as he admitted − ordinary citizens’  work had played a pivotal role. If we compare China’s current
economic situation and that of 1978 when the country had just embarked on reform and opening-up,
we can see a huge difference. To achieve this enormous development, structural reforms were needed,
which coincided with the need to adopt a governance model with responsive and responsible political
and economic leadership, which promoted stability, peace and harmonious relations. What impressed
people most in Xi Jinping’s New Year speech was his emphasis on the importance of cooperation rather
than  competition  in  global  economic  relations  in  the  2020s.  By  joining  hands  with  people  of  all
countries to build the Belt and Road Initiative and pushing ahead to build a community with a shared
future for mankind, he proudly talked about the great progress his country was making in terms of
economic indicators, technological advancement, and the reduction of poverty and pollution. At the
same time,  when the New Year  speech was made,  the President could not yet  predict  that  beside
boosting economic growth he would have to deal with a much more difficult situation, the coronavirus
epidemic. As we will see, this unprecedented serious situation in January was featured throughout the
media not only in the Chinese but also in the world press. 

LITERATURE REVIEW

The concept of security has a wide variety of meanings depending on its context. According to
the online Cambridge Dictionary,  security means “protection of a person, building,  organization,  or
country against  threats  such as  crime or  attacks  by  foreign  countries”.  However,  the  term societal
security is debated and lacks a common definition (Engen  et al. 2016). It includes both unintended
crises and internal threats, and intended crises and external threats (Boin et al. 2007). Nowadays, the
main challenge for all states is how to protect citizens while maintaining legitimacy and how to balance
societal security, individual rights and civil liberties (Boin and Lodge 2016). 

In China people’s health security is provided by well-equipped first aid, which also meets the
requirement of the outbreak of a major disaster and sudden accident emergency rescue work (Yan
2016, 2974-2975). In the past 40 years or so the number of hospital beds in China has increased by
nearly four times, and also hospital emergency departments have been established all over the country
(Yu 2012). Still,  due to the large population and the vast territory, it  is sometimes difficult  to have
access to a doctor in remote villages in the countryside.

In addition to the safety of the individual, it is important to mention the safety of the society as a
whole, which is ensured by political security. In the mainland of China, it is guaranteed by the central
government’s  system of  appointment,  promotion and  dismissal  of  the  local  officials  (Li  and Zhou
2005). Over the past few decades, the way Chinese authorities communicate with the people they rule
have changed (deLisle et al. 2016, 1), and consequently, citizens have enjoyed much more freedom to
express their opinions on political issues. At the same time, authorities monitor public opinion and, at
times target those who might form more organized opposition to the party-state and its policies. 

In our daily  lives,  geopolitics  is  playing an increasingly important role (Blanchard and Flint
2017, 223-245), which involves understanding the multifaceted ways of how geography and human
behavior shape historical, current, and emerging international political and security matters (Hepple
1986). Geography defines both limits and opportunities in international politics. It is argued that states
can  realize  and  exploit  these  geopolitical  opportunities,  or  in  a  worse  scenario,  they  can  become
victims of their geopolitical situation (Marklund 2015). 
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Coining  the  terms  geography  and  economics  together,  Luttwak  (1990)  uses  the  term  geo-
economics, which studies the spatial, temporal, and political aspects of economies and resources, as
well  as  the  interrelations  of  economics,  geography  and  politics.  States  engage  in  geo-economic
competition through both assisting  or directing domestic  private  entities,  or  through direct  action
opposing foreign commercial interests. For instance, they impose taxes and quotas on foreign products,
bolster impediments to imports, engage in discounted export financing, initiate national technology
programs, and collect economic and technical intelligence.

Recently,  the  entrepreneurial  spirit  has  transformed  China’s  economy  from  a  closed,
impoverished, state-run system into a major power in global business (Tse 2015). As the quality of
Chinese goods have improved,  and by now meet the global  standards,  and its  companies embrace
domestically  developed  technology,  security  issues  have  come  to  the  fore.  Physical  security,  for
instance,  can  include  biometric  or  bar-coded door  locks,  security  personnel,  alarm systems,  video
surveillance  and  restricted  access  areas  (Thomas  2014).  Subsidized  by  the  Chinese  government,
Chinese entities increasingly invest in developed economies in search of  strategic assets and rapid
technological scale up (Amighini et al. 2013; Deng 2007, 2009).

China’s immense economic growth in the last decade has been coupled with its emergence as a
regional power with global ambitions and a renewed emphasis upon the modernization of its military
(Mingjiang  et al. 2008,  3-26). The country’s military expenditure is almost three times that of India,
and its nuclear and missile capabilities surpass that of any Asian nation (Lewis 2007). The Chinese
military force, similarly to other nations’ army, is involved not only in conflict prevention and crisis
management but is engaged in activities of arms control, border management, combating terrorism,
conflict and military reform.

Having looked at the different approaches to security in China, now we explore how all this has
influenced the Chinese people’s lives and how it has been published in digital media.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The primary source for the present research is the English-language online China Daily, owned
by the Publicity Department of the Communist Party of China. It has the widest circulation in China,
and is published by satellite offices in the US, Hong Kong and Europe. Both the printed and the online
paper serve as a guide to Chinese government policy focusing on international and domestic stories,
culture, lifestyles and business. Its target audience includes foreign diplomats, tourists and all those
who are interested in the events going on in China. 

By following the China Daily for a month, my aim was to explore how the country was presented
to foreign audiences. On a daily basis, approximately six articles were published, which were saved and
analyzed by highlighting the parts that dealt with security issues.

The vast majority of articles depicted China as the most wonderful place in the world where the
economy was rampant, development was breath-taking, and the wise leader was working tirelessly for
the country full of helpful and talented people. The only embarrassing situation, which did not show
the party leadership in a good light, was the Hong Kong demonstration at the end of 2019 when Hong
Kong was destroyed, GDP had fallen by almost three percent, schools had to drop out of education,
universities had been in ruins,  unemployment had been unprecedented for years,  and tourists had
fallen by almost 50 percent.

Unexpectedly, another disaster happened at the beginning of 2020, the outbreak of COVID-19,
which had been addressed exhaustively in the media and unfortunately, made China temporarily a less
safe travel destination for tourists. Quite understandably, this pandemic has pushed all other political
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and  economic  issues  into  the  background  but  the  security  of  Chinese  people  has  become  more
important than ever. 

Drawing on the  five  security  issues  (societal,  political,  geo-political,  economic  and  military)
mentioned  in  the  President’s  New  Year  Speech,  the  study  presents  the  main  directions  that  had
contributed to the security of Chinese citizens within that period of time. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Chinese people’s satisfaction with the year 2019 was surveyed at the beginning of 2020 from six
aspects:  personal  income,  work  or  academic  performance,  physical  and  mental  condition,  family
relationship and emotional life. Respondents were most satisfied with their family relations in 2019,
scoring 8.09 points out of 10, and rated their income status at 6.96, the lowest in the six categories. 1 It
is widely known that in China family has been a safety net for people throughout human history. Older
people and their children maintain a relationship throughout life and the family provides care for the
elderly. This safety family net has a huge effect on people’s health and well-being by instilling in the
individuals a sense of self-worth. However, the demographic advantages that China enjoyed for decades
is now over and China must figure out how to provide a sustainable system of social services to care for
the elderly, whose number will double and reach 20% by 2050. 

For many decades, poverty has been a serious problem in China, therefore the government had
set 2020 as the target year to eradicate absolute poverty through the promotion of culture and tourism
in poor areas.2 A series of programs had been implemented such as funding cultural activity facilities in
poor  villages  and  bringing  traditional  Chinese  opera  performances  to  the  countryside  to  enrich
villagers’ lives. 

Despite these economy boosting measures,  the process had unexpectedly stalled because of
COVID-19. At that time, nobody had expected it to have such a huge and unforeseen impact on China’s
and later on the world’s social and economic security. The Chinese government had to take a number of
measures  (cutting  taxes  and  giving  subsidies)  to  further  stimulate  consumption,  support  service
enterprises in resuming production.  Easing employment pressures and providing policy support to
manufacturing enterprises and foreign trade enterprises impaired during the epidemic are also of vital
importance.

1. Societal security

The communication of the Chinese government was crucial from the beginning of the outbreak
of COVID-19, and tried to urge people not to panic ahead of the Chinese Lunar New Year when millions
of  people  travel  across  the  country  to  spend  the  New  Year  with  their  families.  The  primary
consideration in their communication was to maintain public safety by saying that “Having regard to
public safety considerations, the Lunar New Year Fireworks Display originally scheduled to be held at
Victoria  Harbor  on  January  26  (Sunday)  has  been  canceled”.3 In  an  emergency  situation,  such
responsible behavior inspires public confidence in the government and it makes it easier for people to
accept restrictions imposed on them.

1 China Daily 2020-01-05. Respondents most satisfied with family relations in 2019: survey. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/05/WS5e11b738a310cf3e35582857.html. 

2 China Daily 2020-01-05. China makes headway in poverty relief through culture, tourism. 
http://111.13.45.133/a/202001/05/WS5e11ca1da310cf3e35582876.html. 

3 China Daily 2020-01-15. Hong Kong calls off Lunar New Year fireworks display amid unrest. 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/15/WS5e1eb807a3101282172712f6.html. 
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In  addition,  after  the  initial  shock,  on  29  January,  Xi  Jinping  made  a  series  of  encouraging
statements in the media saying that the Chinese people are now fighting a very serious battle against
the epidemic, and the people’s safety and health always come first, and the control of the outbreak is
the  country’s  most  important  work  for  now.4 Powerful  words,  like  full  confidence,  comprehensive
deployment or time,  open and transparent manner,  all suggested to the citizens that the government
was well aware of the seriousness of the situation and had the means to remedy it. This behavior has
given some sense of security to the Chinese people.

The last day of January was a turning point in the outbreak of the coronavirus. This was the first
time when China Daily announced that 20 patients had left the shelter, which conveyed the message to
the people that it was possible to recover from the virus. It also gave additional hope to all those who
had already caught COVID-19 and also to those who were afraid of catching it. The joyful photo in the
news shows the doctor and the healed couple waving with relief.5

At the same time, on this particular day Zhang Jun,  China’s permanent representative to the
United Nations at UN headquarters in New York called for solidarity and responsible attitude, to work
together to combat the virus,  and avoid overreaction.6 The WHO Director-General Tedros said that
“China’s response was unprecedented”, and pointed out that the WHO did not recommend limiting trade
and movement, which was, not surprisingly, contrary to the actions of the surrounding countries.

Wuhan and the surrounding small  towns were completely closed,  with only one person per
family going out to shop every two days. At least that was the request of the authorities, which in a city
of 11 million, obviously could not be controlled. There was hardly anything working apart from basic
public  services,  emergency services  and  food  and  other  couriers.  In  China,  the  weight  of  internet
commerce started to intensify: people ordered online the things they used to buy at the mall. Terms
related to online shopping (e.g., to go digital, e-commerce platforms, online shoppers, online-and-offline
integration, exploring online market space and digital connection) started to appear in the media and in
people’s everyday language use.

2. Political security

In general,  the fundamental values of politics and politicians are (or should) be maintaining
peace, safety and the protection of human and physical resources and eliminating threats to human
dignity. This cannot be easy to accomplish in such a serious and challenging health situation as the
coronavirus.  Still,  the  international  political  leaders  can  be  honored  to  put  aside  their  earlier
disagreements and show tremendous sympathy and support for China and the Chinese people.7 The
UN Secretary General,  Anto@ nio  Guterres,  for  instance,  in  his  speech assured China that  the  United
Nations had “stood in solidarity with them” and were ready to provide any support and assistance. The
British  Foreign  Secretary,  Dominic  Raab  appreciated  the  Chinese  government’s  “decisive  measures
combating the virus” and was willing to cooperate and do everything possible to provide China with the
medical supplies. The Japanese Foreign Minister, Toshimitsu Motegi, beyond the all-around support,
had faith that “China would win the battle against the contagion” at an early date. Also, the Iranian
Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif claimed that Iran would stay with the Chinese people forever,

4 Xinhua| 2020-01-28. China Focus: Xi voices full confidence in winning battle against novel coronavirus. 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-01/28/c_138739962.htm. 

5 China Daily 2020-01-31. 20 patients discharged from hospital in Wuhan. 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/31/WS5e3421b0a310128217273e7b.html. 

6 China Daily2020-01-31. UN envoy calls for ‘solidarity’ on coronavirus outbreak. 
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/31/WS5e33a98ca310128217273da2.html. 

7 China Daily 2020-01-30. Intl community praises China’s response to novel coronavirus. 
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/30/WS5e32e758a310128217273be1.html. 
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no matter good or bad. And finally, the Singaporean Foreign Minister, Vivian Balakrishnan was also
certain that China would win the battle against the virus (ibid.).

Quite unexpectedly, in the midst of the hard days of the epidemic, the unresolved Tibetan issue
has come to the forefront.8 Already the title of the article “Beijing slams Washington over passage of
Tibet bill” foreshadows the escalation of the conflict that has lasted between the two countries for
many decades. This negative attitude continues throughout the article with collocations like expressed
indignation and opposition, violated international law, sent the wrong signal or no external interference
is tolerable, just to name a few. China has called on the United States to stop using Tibet-related issues
to  interfere  in  China’s  internal  affairs.  The  antecedent  to  this  situation  was  that  the  US  House  of
Representatives had passed a bill on Tibet, which banned new Chinese consulates in US territory until
a  US  consulate  was  set  up  in  Lhasa,  the  Tibet  autonomous  region’s  capital.  The  Chinese  Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman, Hua Chunying urged the US to correct its mistake immediately and do more to
help promote bilateral trust and cooperation, rather than the opposite (ibid.).

3. Geopolitical security

Geopolitical security is often closely linked to economic security, as was the case with Huawei,
the Chinese leading global provider of information and communications technology (ICT), and Great
Britain. The title “UK strikes balance with Huawei decision” suggests that a number of factors played a
role in the decision, e.g., the country’s development prospects, as well as the need to comply with the
agreements with the intelligence sharing community. From a reference in the article like, “the final and
most consequential move”, it is clear that negotiations have been going on for a long time, and finally, at
the  end  of  January,  taking  in  consideration  all  the  commitments,  Huawei  received  a  limited  state
approval from the British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, to participate in the development of core parts
of its 5G networks.9

This agreement has made the so-called Five Eyes intelligence sharing community, including the
US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand rather disappointed. They said they would never take decisions
that threaten their national security or the security of their Five Eyes partners, which cannot be seen as
guaranteed by Huawei.  They referred to China in a rather reprehensible way as  no safe option and
untrusted vendors. The UK argued that the way they constructed their 5G and full fiber public telecoms
network had nothing to do with how they shared classified data. This argument did not convince the
Americans and due to concerns over cybersecurity, the US had put sustained pressure on the UK to
boycott the Chinese company; however, the UK government was aware that a full ban on Huawei would
delay the roll-out of 5G networks by years at great cost to the economy.

In the field of telecommunications nowadays, there is a lot of uncertainty regarding security
issues. No one wants to lag behind in the competition, but at the same time, countries involved in this
competition might be faced with a lot of unforeseen legal consequences in the future. This uncertainty
is expressed in the article on Huawei decision by phrases like,  he sought to reassure allies, decisions
threaten our security, it has nothing to do with data, put sustained pressure on, or untrusted vendors.

Apart from the security issues, the fifth-generation (5G) technology – the planned successor to
the 4G networks – has triggered a lot of debate in the media. On the one hand, 5G networks have
greater bandwidth, giving higher download speeds than 4G, but on the other hand, too few studies have
been published on its health risks, which raise fears in the citizens worldwide. 

8 China Daily 2020-01-30. Beijing slams Washington over passage of Tibet bill. 
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/30/WS5e31fda6a310128217273a32.html. 

9 China Daily 2020-01-29. UK strikes balance with Huawei decision. 
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/29/WS5e308c46a310128217273809.html. 

Language. Text. Society (2021), Vol. 8, No. 1 © 2021 Zsubrinszky, Z. 6

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/29/WS5e308c46a310128217273809.html
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/30/WS5e31fda6a310128217273a32.html


In  geopolitics  relations  between  the  interests  of  international  political  actors  and  interests
focused  within  an area  are  all  extremely  important  for  the  parties.  On 14 January,  an  article  was
published on the  “Belt and Road boosting Myanmar development” in China Daily, which described in
detail  how the two countries,  China and Myanmar,  have made remarkable  achievements  in  taking
forward the Belt  and Road Initiative since  2013.10 These  steps  included “the strengthening mutual
political trust”, “frequent high-level mutual visits” and “a series of bilateral cooperative mechanisms”, such
as  the  China-Myanmar  Economic,  Trade  and  Technical  Cooperation  Committee.  They  are  building
jointly the CMEC (China-Myanmar Economic Corridor) by setting up special working groups in 12 key
fields: development planning, production capacity and investment, transportation, energy, agriculture,
border economic cooperation zone,  ecological environment,  tourism, finance,  information and local
cooperation (ibid.). Moreover, enhancing understanding between the Chinese and Myanmar peoples by
organizing people-to-people exchanges, elite scholarships have all contributed to the smooth progress
of  the  Belt  and Road  projects.  In  this  process  corporate  social  responsibility,  respect  for  the  local
culture,  history  and  customs  and  environmental  protection  measures  have  been  taken  into
consideration.

Geographically, the first highway bridge connecting China and Russia across the Heilongjiang
River was a major milestone in China’s international relations with Russia, which had passed the final
acceptance test in mid-January,  2020.11 The new international transport corridor was started three
years ago. The $295 million project is more than 1,700 feet long and is estimated to transport 4 million
metric tons of goods and 2 million Chinese tourists every year over the Amur River, according to the
Moscow  Times.12 Each  country  built  their  half  of  the  bridge  and  their  aim  was  to  create  better
conditions for mutual exchanges, trade and economic contacts between Russia and China and develop
the historical ethnic, family, cultural, humanitarian and economic ties between the citizens of Russia
and China. 

4. Economic security

China’s economy has developed tremendously over the past few decades. There is a saying in
China that the Chinese are getting old before getting rich to ease the burden for companies. Literally,
everything  is  growing  in  China,  and  this  tremendous  growth  influences  the  population’s  sense  of
security. Exceeding expectations, nearly 18 million urban jobs were created last year. Moreover, foreign
investment,  electricity  consumption (a  measure of  economic  development),  the  use  of  crude steel,
profits of state-owned companies, domestic freight traffic and foreign trade are all continuously rising.
Meanwhile, super-fast rail lines are built all over the country, reaching 35,000 kilometers by the end of
last  year,  making  the  country  the  first  in  the  world.  In  addition,  all  cities  and  major  villages  are
accessible by asphalt road. Beijing is the third Chinese city to test self-driving cars on public roads, and
the  civil  aviation  sector  is  expanding,  with  high  safety  indicators.13 Steady  growth,  progressive
structural reform, emerging high-tech companies,  improved fundamentals and remaining hardships
can best describe the current Chinese economy.

As regards  finance,  the  announcements  by  the  People’s  Bank of  China about  updates  to  its
proposed crypto currency had attracted global media attention, which at the same time, are expected

10 China Daily 2020-01-14. Belt and Road boosting Myanmar development. 
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/14/WS5e1cf966a310128217270a0b.html. 

11 China Daily 2020-01-19. China-Russia highway bridge ready for opening. 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/19/WS5e23d0e2a310128217271f93.html. 

12 The Moscow Times Nov. 29, 2019. https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/11/29/5-facts-about-russias-first-highway-bridge-to-
china-a68399. 

13 https://www.mckinsey.com/~/media/mckinsey/featured%20insights/china/china%20and%20the%20world%20inside%20the  
%20dynamics%20of%20a%20changing%20relationship/mgi-china-and-the-world-full-report-june-2019-vf.ashx. 
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to  change  the  basic  rules  of  the  global  monetary  system.  Also,  the  first  government-issued  digital
currency is accelerating development of block-chain, the underlying technology required for e-money. 14

New bitcoins are going to be made through the process of “mining”, which is carried out by running
extremely powerful computers that race against other “miners”. However, it should be noted that the
use of both digital money and cash will run parallel for quite a long time, with the former gradually
replacing the latter.

The Chinese American economic relations had reached a critical juncture in 2019. The reasons
behind the conflict  is the Chinese economic model,  which first,  allows self-sufficiency in emerging
technologies,  which is inconsistent with a trading system based on comparative advantage. Second,
their access to subsidies, and limited rule of law in China support state companies within China and
globally,  and  finally,  China’s  use  of  industrial  policy  to  pick  winners  is  expected  to  lead  to  excess
production and dumping overseas.15 This situation had been exacerbated by the US in August last year
when the Trump administration designated China a “currency manipulator”16 but it did not last too
long. By mid-January, seeing the economic damage caused by this labelling, the United States removed
the label of “currency manipulator” from China by saying no major US trading partner currently meets
the relevant legislative criteria for currency manipulation. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said in a
statement  that  China  has  “made enforceable  commitments  to  refrain  from competitive  devaluation”,
while promoting transparency and accountability.17 However, the timing of the announcement is not
accidental because the US dropping of the currency manipulator designation came the same day that a
Chinese trade delegation, led by Chinese Vice-Premier Liu He, arrived in Washington for the signing of
a phase one trade deal  at  the White House.  As a result,  communication on the American side has
completely changed and referring to the IMF assessment they claimed that the yuan’s exchange rate
level is “in line with the economy’s fundamentals” (ibid.). The article sets out further positive goals for
the future, which clearly exclude the possibility of currency manipulation, such as “China will deepen
the market-oriented reform”, “improve the managed floating exchange rate” or “keep the yuan’s exchange
rate stable”.

Although the economy in China declined significantly during the COVID-19, it is expected that
the government will do its utmost to restore it as soon as possible. For instance, the preparations for
the  3rd  China  International  Import  Expo  (CIIE)  had  already  started,  and  the  expo  took  place  in
Shanghai between November 5 and 10, 2020. The organizers took security measures into account and
the expo was held via non-contact means such as phone calls and video calls. 18 The expo’s service
hotline continued to provide bilingual  consultation services in English and Chinese on exhibitions,
investment and forums. The bureau also updated the preparation progress in a timely manner on its
official website and social media accounts. 

Foreign companies in the future can take advantage of a number of opportunities in China, such
as  the  large  and  fast-growing  domestic  market,  an  improving  institutional  environment,  various
investor-friendly policies and high-tech development zones. Also, an ever-improving quality of human
resources and better infrastructure can promise better cooperation.

14 China Daily 2020-01-08. World awaits digital currency breakthrough. 
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/08/WS5e14df78a310cf3e355830e9.html. 

15 https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/us_china_economic_relationship.pdf  . 
16 https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm751  . 
17 China Daily 2020-01-14. China off US ‘currency manipulator’ list. 

http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/14/WS5e1cf0aca3101282172709f2.html. 
18 China Daily 2020-02-04. China to prepare 3rd import expo via noncontact means. 

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202002/04/WS5e396868a310128217274da3.html. 
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5. Military security

Not only is China’s economic power growing tremendously, but it is taking a major role in space
exploration.  They are launching satellites one after another, installing space telescopes in search of
habitable planets,  completing their  space station by 2022,  and planning a space-based solar plant.
Meanwhile, their astronaut has set a record for being on the moon for 11 months. The nation carried
out  more  space  missions  (among  others,  exploring  the  moon)  than  any  other  country,  with  32
successful orbital launches last year.19 Yutu 2, the world’s seventh lunar rover, for instance surveyed the
landing site near the moon’s South Pole-Aitken basin for about 370 days. The previous record was set
by the Soviet Union in 1970 and 1971 (Lunokhod 1) (ibid.).

China  is  also  the  leading maker  of  carrier  rockets,  which  were  fired  from a  mobile  launch
platform in the waters off Shandong province. This first seaborne space launch has shown that China
has the technologies and capabilities required for such an operation and also indicates that the country
has  found  an  alternative  to  its  ground-based  launch  centers.  The  marine  method  compared  with
conventional launches means lower risk for the population and lower launch costs and extending the
life span of some satellites. (At the same time, it should be noted that a rocket, carrying a space section
into orbit was launched on 29 April, which became uncontrollable and had an undirected dive in the
atmosphere.)

A long-term deal on nuclear programme with Iran and a group of world powers (the US, UK,
France,  China,  Russia and Germany) came to a turning point  in  the first  week of 2020,  when Iran
distanced  itself  from  the  deal  amid  growing  threats  and  pressure  from  the  United  States.  The
assassination of senior general, Qasem Soleimani in Baghdad in a drone strike ordered by US President
Donald Trump, has raised fear about the region’s peace and stability, which is of vital importance for
the entire world. Also, they argue that the risky military behavior of the US goes against the basic
norms governing international relations as well as aggravates the tensions of the regional situation.20

CONCLUSION

The  central  message  to  emerge  from  the  articles  is  that  China  had  been  able  to  maintain
people’s safety even in the hardest times and also managed to keep operating its economy. Although
the economic growth had slowed down as a result of the virus, China is still the strongest economy in
Asia and it is projected that by 2025, it will be ahead of the United States in terms of GDP level. In 2014
the difference between these two countries was about 75 percent in favor of the United States. China
deserves appreciation and respect in dealing with the virus and offering immediate aid to the European
countries in distress with their expertise and medical instruments. No doubt that the virus will have
far-reaching consequences for both Chinese and world economies. Many people now talk about the
second stage of the virus, and also some further stages in the future, but nobody can yet predict what
precautions governments need to take to stop COVID-19 forever.

19 China Daily 2020-01-13. Nation soars ahead with space missions. 
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/13/WS5e1bb74aa310cf3e3558406c.html. 

20 China Daily 2020-01-07. China calls on all sides to handle Iran issue with fairness. 
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/07/WS5e13903ca310cf3e35582c70.html. 
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